saintly stories:
dietrich bonhoeffer
So despondent had been the German people after
the defeat of World War I and the subsequent
economic depression that the charismatic Hitler
appeared to be the nation's answer to prayer—at
least to most Germans. One exception was
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was
determined not only to refute this idea but also to
topple Hitler, even if it meant killing him.
Bonhoeffer graduated from the University of Berlin
in 1927, at age 21, and then spent some months in
Spain as an assistant pastor to a German
congregation. Then it was back to Germany to write
a dissertation, which would grant him the right to a
university appointment. He then spent a year in
America, at New York's Union Theological Seminary,
before returning to the post of lecturer at the
University of Berlin.
During these years, Hitler rose in power, becoming
chancellor of Germany in January 1933, and
president a year and a half later. Hitler's anti‐Semitic
rhetoric and actions intensified—as did his
opposition, which included the likes of theologian
Karl Barth, pastor Martin Niemoller, and the young
Bonhoeffer. Together with other pastors and
theologians, they organized the Confessing Church,
which announced publicly in its Barmen Declaration
(1934) its allegiance first to Jesus Christ: "We
repudiate the false teaching that the church can and
must recognize yet other happenings and powers,
personalities and truths as divine revelation
alongside this one Word of God. … "

During this time, Bonhoeffer was teaching pastors in
an underground seminary, Finkenwalde (the
government had banned him from teaching openly).
But after the seminary was discovered and closed, the
Confessing Church became increasingly reluctant to
speak out against Hitler, and moral opposition proved
increasingly ineffective, so Bonhoeffer began to change
his strategy. To this point he had been a pacifist, and
he had tried to oppose the Nazis through religious
action and moral persuasion.
Now he signed up with the German secret service (to
serve as a double agent—while traveling to church
conferences over Europe, he was supposed to be
collecting information about the places he visited, but
he was, instead, trying to help Jews escape Nazi
oppression). Bonhoeffer also became a part of a plot to
overthrow, and later to assassinate, Hitler.
As his tactics were changing, he had gone to America to
become a guest lecturer. But he couldn't shake a
feeling of responsibility for his country. Within months
of his arrival, he wrote theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, "I
have made a mistake in coming to America. I must live
through this difficult period in our national history with
the Christian people of Germany. I will have no right to
participate in the reconstruction of Christian life in
Germany after the war if I do not share the trials of this
time with my people."

Buchenwald and then to the extermination camp at
Flossenbürg. On April 9, 1945, one month before
Germany surrendered, he was hanged with six other
resisters.
A decade later, a camp doctor who witnessed
Bonhoeffer's hanging described the scene: "The
prisoners … were taken from their cells, and the
verdicts of court martial read out to them. Through
the half‐open door in one room of the huts, I saw
Pastor Bonhoeffer, before taking off his prison garb,
kneeling on the floor praying fervently to his God. I
was most deeply moved by the way this lovable man
prayed, so devout and so certain that God heard his
prayer. At the place of execution, he again said a
prayer and then climbed the steps to the gallows,
brave and composed. His death ensued in a few
seconds. In the almost 50 years that I have worked
as a doctor, I have hardly ever seen a man die so
entirely submissive to the will of God."
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Eventually, Bonhoeffer was transferred from Tegel to

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” ~ 2 Cor 12:8‐9
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New Look, New Schedule,
New News!
Greetings Family of Grace! It has

changes (in case you hadn’t noticed –
ha!) – first of all the schedule: we will
be releasing quarterly editions of “Full

will be able to actually to keep this
schedule rather than failing miserably

When We Don’t Feel Forgiven

of late at the monthly effort. So, since

Extracted from
http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/m
artyrs/dietrich‐bonhoeffer.html
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the Christian Life.

we are releasing the newsletter less
frequently, there will be more content.
After all, you have to have enough to
read to last for 3 months! Lastly,
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given that we have “more space”
there are some new “regular” articles
that will be appearing – “Biblical
Geography” (your editor is a
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of Grace” as hopefully the editor (moi)

Bonhoeffer, though privy to various plots on Hitler's
life, was never at the center of the plans. Eventually his
resistance efforts (mainly his role in rescuing Jews) was
discovered. On an April afternoon in 1943, two men
arrived in a black Mercedes, put Bonhoeffer in the car,
and drove him to Tegel prison.

Quarterly News From
Grace Orthodox
Presbyterian
Church

Geographer, so you are at her mercy
here) and “Saintly Stories” that will
remind us of our blessings and
inspire us in our daily walk.
A special thanks to my regular
contributors: Pastor Hornfeld for the
main article, Holly Buell for the “Kids’
Page” and Vernon Jackson for taking
over “Hymn Notes”.
I want to include “lots” of photos of
our church family in upcoming
editions, so please break out the cell
phone or Brownie camera (you know
who you are) and capture those
special moments as we fellowship
together and send them to me!
Are you interested in contributing?
Send me your ideas! ~Jill Karr
horseslobber@yahoo.com

The Christian life is a constant battle against the
world, the flesh, and the devil. If these forces had
their way, it would destroy every single one of God’s
blood‐bought and dearly loved children. But our Lord
Jesus assures us that not one of those for whom He
shed His precious blood will be lost. Nothing and no
one can snatch a Christian, even the weakest
Christian, from the strong hands of our omnipotent
heavenly Father (John 10:29–30). But this glorious
truth does not mean that our Christian lives cannot
be disturbed, even deeply disturbed by the world,
the flesh, and the devil.
One of the most disturbing experiences a believer
can face is losing the felt sense of God’s forgiveness.
This desolating experience has touched the lives of
many Christians throughout the ages. It can happen
“all of a sudden.” In Ephesians 6:16, Paul writes
about “the flaming darts of the evil one”—sudden,
perhaps unexpected assaults on our standing in
Christ. Or it may be that the loss of the felt sense of
God’s forgiveness happens slowly over a period of
time
as
we
experience
sore,
unexpected providences.
Whether suddenly or slowly, this is an agonizing
experience for any Christian to go through. What are
believers to do when they do not feel forgiven?

Root out Sin

our hearts. Sin natively dulls our hearts and minds to
God’s grace in His Son. There may be a good and godly
reason why we do not feel our Father’s forgiving love.
It may be that our ever‐gracious God is removing the
sense of our Christ‐won comforts from us in order to
awaken us to the sin we are refusing to put to death in
our members (Rom. 8:13). The words of Psalm
139:23–24 should never be far from our thoughts:
“Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and
know my thoughts! And see if there be any grievous
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”

Remember the War
Second, we must remind ourselves that we are
engaged in a relentless warfare with the world, the
flesh, and the devil. The devil will use every strategy
he can devise to rob us of our gospel comforts, turn us
in upon ourselves, and so overwhelm us with our
circumstances that God seems far off or even
heartlessly unconcerned about our sad spiritual state
(read Pss. 42–43). The Word of God never hides from
us the potential costliness of faithful discipleship. In
Isaiah 50, God’s prophet addresses the Messiah’s
servants who “walk in darkness and have no light”
(v.10). It is hard to imagine what it must be like to be a
true believer and yet be so overwhelmed with
“darkness” that not even a pinprick of light penetrates
the gloom. This, of course, was the experience of the
prototypical man of faith, our Savior Jesus Christ. All
the lights went out in His life not because He was a
disobedient Son but because He was a perfectly
obedient Son. The Lord never promises that the life of
faith will be a life of unbroken, unsullied communion
with Him. The godly life is a natively embattled life,
albeit an embattled life punctuated with “joy
unspeakable and full of glory” (1 Peter 1:8).

First, we must ask ourselves if we are harboring sin in

FORGIVEN Continued on Page 2

Hymn Notes

00000000000000000000

By Vernon Jackson
Red Trinity Hymnal, #460
By John Newton, 1779
Amazing grace!—how sweet the sound—
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!
Thro’ many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
‘tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promised good to me,
his Word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be,
as long as life endures.
And when this flesh and heart shall fail,
and mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess within the veil
a life of joy and peace.
When we’ve been there ten thousand
years,
bright shining as the sun,
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
than when we’ve first begun.

John Newton, prolific hymnodist and self‐
professed former “infidel and libertine”,
never outgrew his wonder and amazement
that the Lord would save the likes of him.
In this hymn for which he’s best known,
Newton had to declare God’s grace
amazing, for he had been brought by God’s
grace to know himself, and to know his
glorious Redeemer.
Such wonder and amazement had to be
penned first‐person! No theoretical grace
here, but grace ”amazing”, “sweet”,
“precious”. And perhaps this hymn is all
the dearer to us because it comes so ready‐
made for us: our own autobiographical,
skin‐tight, first‐person declaration of God’s
wondrous, amazing, “wretch‐saving”
grace! Lord, please transform us, making
all that we are and do a hymn to the praise
of your glorious grace.
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FORGIVEN (continued from page 1)
Recall Our Standing
Third, we must recall that our standing in Christ does not rest in anything in us (our feelings) or done by
us (our works), but on the finished work of our Savior on the cross and His continuing work at God’s right
hand as our Great High Priest. The Christian’s whole comfort lies outside of herself. Perhaps this has
nowhere been more memorably expressed than in the first question and answer of the
Heidelberg Catechism:
Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death?
A. That I am not my own, but belong body and soul, in life and in death to my
faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious
blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me
in such a way that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father
in heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my salvation. Because I belong
to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes me
wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.
God’s truth and the grace of Christ are not qualified, far less nullified, by our feelings. However we might
feel, however desperately wretched we might be, if we have believed in God’s Son and are resting the
whole weight of who we are on Him alone, we are the most blessed and privileged of beings in the
cosmos, whether we feel it to be so or not. We are loved in Christ with an everlasting love (Rom. 8:37–
39). So, “Let him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his
God” (Isa. 50:10).
Reprinted with Permission: TableTalk Magazine – September 1, 2015. https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/when‐i‐
dont‐feel‐forgiven/

POINTS ON THE MAP

Biblical Geography
Geography comes from two Greek words "geo" which means 'of the earth', and
"grapho" which means 'to write', and together they mean 'to write about or describe
the earth.' To the ancient Greeks geography was a scientific method of describing the
earth, its lands and all of its contents and details.
Biblical Geography is the study of Bible lands, and an examination of the places and
features that are within the boundaries of those lands. Becoming familiar with the
geographical background of the ancient biblical world is essential for a better
understanding of the Bible.
Archaeologists have made thorough examination of the ancient near East, the Roman
Empire, and all the lands in Bible history. There have been absolutely no discrepancies
ever discovered, and in fact many archaeologists stand in awe of the accuracy of the
biblical text.
"There are more sure marks of authenticity in the Bible than in
any profane history." - Sir Isaac Newton
So let’s look at some maps! This newsletter edition features Abrahams’ Journey (Part 1).

2. Haran in Mesopotamia
was the first stopping
place recorded inn the
Bible. They dwelt here
until after the death of his
father Terah, and in
Haran the Lord called
Abraham again (Gen.
12:1-4; Acts 7:4). Nahor,
Abraham's brother, had
probably settled in Haran
before they departed.

church contacts:
Church Elder
Vernon Jackson
Church Deacons
Fernando Prendez
Ted Haynes
Mike Holcomb
Greg Karr

830.931.4720

vj3@hughes.net

210.413.1823
210.380.1456
210.330.4434
210.870.8491

fprendez@gmail.com
reginaldhjr5022@gmail.com
buck_justice@yahoo.com
gregkarr@gmail.com

things you need to know:

Nursery Volunteers
Needed

Agape Fellowship Meal
4th Sunday of Every Month
Bring your favorite dish and
join us for this wonderful time
together.

1. Ur of the Chaldees was
the original home of
Abraham. It was one of
the greatest cities of the
ancient world, and Ur
was the capital of the
ancient Chaldean Empire
in ancient Mesopotamia.
Sometime around 1900
BC the Lord told
Abraham to leave his
home and country and
go to a land that He
would show him. He
obeyed and departed
from Ur with his father
Terah and his nephew
Lot. (Gen. 11:31; Acts 7:24).

Ladies 18 years and older
are needed to help in the
nursery during morning
worship. Please sign up
on the board outside the
nursery or contact
DeDe Jackon
(goattopia@wildblue.net)

Map used with permission. www.biblehistoryonline.com

3. Damascus was a great
city in the ancient world
and it was located in
ancient Aram (Syria).
Abraham and his
nephew Lot had
departed Haran and
followed the leading of
the Lord. They moved
southward and passed
by the city of Damascus
along the way and it
might have been at this
time that Abraham
secured his servant Eliezer
(Gen. 15:2).
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Kids’

sunday school
spotlight
Welcome to the 2's & 3's Sunday School classroom!
Teacher: Holly Buell

Corner

We are learning about "God's Son - The birth and stories of Jesus, God's
Son". We learn about His birth, His life and some of His miracles. In
March we will begin a new quarter focusing on "God's Love - Jesus'
life, death, and resurrection".

Go Tell It on the Mountain!
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. ~ Matthew 19:20

Mt. Zion

Match the Mountains

 Noah’s ark rested
here.

Mt. Moriah

 Moses received the
10 commandments
here

Mt. Tabor

 Jesus prays here
before his
arrest/crucifixion

Mt. Nebo

 The Beatitudes
were given here.

Mt. Carmel

 Jesus’
transfiguration

Mt. Ararat

 Elijah calls on God
to light a sacrifice
on fire.

Mt. Sinai

 Abraham was
commanded to
sacrifice Isaac
here.

the Mount
6

 Moses saw the
Promised Land from
here.

Enjoy retirement!
We will see you soon
“around town!”

In our class we have some welcome activities followed by prayer and
our Bible lesson. Then we move to the tables for fun activities that
relate to the lesson. This is always a favorite time - especially when
there are stickers!! We LOVE stickers!! When we are finished with our
activities we grab our musical instruments and worship God with
singing! We may not always sing but we are shaking our
instruments!! After singing we have a few minutes to play with some of
the toys in the room. We learn to share and take turns. What a sweet
bonding time this is as we play together. Before closing, we lie down,
turn off the lights, and look at the stars on the ceiling (glow-in-the-dark
stickers). We sing "Oh Who Can Make the Stars?". Afterwards, we do
some wiggly transitions to get ready to close with prayer. Our Sunday
mornings are the best! Come join us!

http://www.sheknows.com/food-and-recipes/articles/1022355/snowymountain-cookies-recipe

Word Search
Hello from the Classroom of the 4's and 5's!

 The location of
Solomon’s temple

Mt. of Olives

Sermon on

Make these Snowy Mountain Treats!

A Fond Farewell to
Mark and Susan Moody!

Teacher: Althea Miller
We have approximately 12 children in our class who are filled with
energy and curiosity. Our current unit of study is "Jesus is God's Son." I am
amazed at the knowledge and awareness that I hear from them
regarding God's word. They love to answer questions and they enjoy
role plays to apply God's word to daily life. Be sure to ask them each
week about their "At Home" page and their "Memory Verse." These are
designed to help them reinforce their learning from the classroom and
to share their learning with parents and family members.

Find these words:
Bag, Campfire, Camping, Canteen, Compass, Cot, Firewood, Iron,
Jesus, Lantern, Mountain, Share, Skillet, Sleeping, Share, Tell, Tent
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Grace OPC Calendar
FEBRUARY






Go, Tell it
on the
Mountain!

2nd Annual
Sunday School Celebration
Saturday, April 14th, 2p -4p
At Grace OPC
Bounce house, rock wall, games,
snacks and a great time of
fellowship for all ages!
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Worship, Every Sunday at 11am and 5pm
Prayer Meeting, First Wednesday, March 7th
Women’s Morning Bible Study, 2nd & 4th Wednesday,
10:30am
Women’s Evening Bible Study, every Tuesday, 6:30pm
Childcare provided
Patriot Heights Musical Fellowship, 2:45p, March 11th
and March 25th
Trinity Bible Conference, Saturday, March 3rd, Boerne
Trinity Presbyterian
Grace OPC Family Campout, March 23rd – 24th,
Garner State Park
Agape Meal – after morning Worship, March 25th

APRIL

Sunrise Service,
April 1st, 7am





Resurrection Sunday Breakfast
Cooked by the Men of Grace
After Sunrise Service

No Evening Worship







Good Friday,
March 30th, 7pm

Worship Service,
April 1st, 11am

MARCH



Holy Week Services

Sunrise Service – 7am
Resurrection Sunday



Worship, Every Sunday at 11am and 5pm
Prayer Meeting, First Wednesday, February 7th
Women’s Morning Bible Study, 2nd & 4th Wednesday,
10:30am
Women’s Evening Bible Study, every Tuesday, 6:30pm
Childcare provided
Patriot Heights Musical Fellowship, 2:45p, Feb 11th
and Feb 25th
Agape Meal – after morning Worship, February 25th



Come enjoy breakfast cooked
by the Men of Grace!







Worship, Every Sunday at 11am and 5pm
Prayer Meeting, First Wednesday, April 4th
Women’s Morning Bible Study, 2nd & 4th Wednesday,
10:30am
Women’s Evening Bible Study, every Tuesday, 6:30pm
Childcare provided
Patriot Heights Musical Fellowship, 2:45p, April 8th and
April 22nd
Good Friday Service, March 30th, 7pm
Sunrise Service, Resurrection Sunday, April 1st
Resurrection Sunday, Men Cooking Breakfast, after
Sunrise Service, April 1st
Sunday School Celebration, Saturday, April 14th,
2 p– 4p
Agape Meal – after morning Worship, April 25th

upcoming events

1
Trinity Bible Conference
“Living as Exiles, Longing for Home
Saturday, March 3rd
Trinity Presbyterian Church
Boerne, Texas
Register at www.trinityboerne.org

2
Grace OPC Family Campout
Garner State Park
March 23rd – 25th
Contact Greg Karr
gregkarr@gmail.com

3
Sunday School Celebration
“Go Tell it on the Mountain”
April 14th
2pm – 4pm
At Grace OPC
Join us for fellowship, fun and family!

4
Women of Purpose Conference
April 13th and 14th
Christ Presbyterian Church
New Braunfels, Texas
Register at www.christpresnb.org
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